Introduction
There are currently thirteen described species of the genus Dysponetus Levinsen, 1879 from around the world, with the most recent descriptions being from Europe (Dysponetus joeli Olivier et al., 2012; Darbyshire 2012) Although not in good enough condition to identify definitively or describe separately, Dysponetus sp. 1 was described as being most like D. joeli, a shallow water European species currently known from water depths to 47 m.
A survey of the shallow subtidal and intertidal Falkland Islands Polychaeta was initiated in 2011 and several specimens of Dysponetus were collected in both 2011 and 2013. Subtidal sites were sampled both to the east and west of East Falkland, with Dysponetus collected only from the eastern sites. Additionally, two specimens of Dysponetus were collected as part of a large, quantitative intertidal and subtidal species and habitat survey of South Georgia (Shallow Marine Surveys Group, unpublished data). The survey spanned the entire north coast of South Georgia, but despite the scope of the survey, only a single specimen was collected at each of two sites.
There have been no previous records of this group from the southwest Atlantic and the only records from
